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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Ingersoll Foundation to Fund Studies of Effects of Ideological Instruction on Children 

Seeks Participation by Research Professionals in Related Disciplines 

Palatine, Illinois (July 12, 2020) – The Ingersoll Foundation for the Study of Cultural 

Influences of Cultural Influences on Brain Function (“The Ingersoll Foundation”) has 

announced its inception as an organization that will fund scientific research into the potential 

effects of frequent, long-term instruction of children in institutionalized ideological principles 

and practices including presentation to them of assertions of claims of fact not supported by 

objectively verified or verifiable evidence. 

The Foundation seeks to raise funds and provide grants to support performance of unbiased 

studies employing established scientific research principles to determine whether such 

instruction and associated cultural influences, whether beneficial, potentially harmful or 

innocuous, have any neurological or mental health effects. Studies of interest might also 

consider potential influences on the ability of children, and on those children as they move 

into adulthood, to critically evaluate other claims of fact. 

The Ingersoll Foundation seeks participation by interested credentialed professionals in the 

disciplines of scientific research, neurology, psychiatry, neuroscience, mental health, child 

development and primary education to advise and assist it in its efforts, both in its formative 

stages and later, once its organizational and regulatory foundation in place, for it to become 

operational. 

Daniel Hansen, founder and Executive Director of the Foundation, said, “The minds of 

children can take in new information at an amazing rate, but that capacity also leaves them 

vulnerable to misinformation. At some time in their early years, they begin to develop the 

ability to question the reliability of the things others tell them, to distinguish fact from fiction. 
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“When children receive instruction by respected adult authority figures, especially in a 

religious or other ideological context, and when that instruction takes place on a weekly or 

even daily basis, they can easily find the things presented to them as fact, regardless of the 

existence or absence of verifiable evidence supporting them, solidly established in the 

complex patterns of connections and pathways of brain cells, which is how we retain 

information. These things can become so robustly established in their minds that they often 

persist into and throughout adulthood. 

“A key question we would like to see addressed by research is the potential for cognitive or 

neurological effects to result from the authoritative presentation, as absolute fact, of 

unsupported assertions to children with encouragement to bypass or suppress their minds’ 

capacity for critical scrutiny, and from teaching them that it is both acceptable and virtuous to 

perceive certain ideas and beliefs through the lens of ‘faith.’ The ethical considerations of 

exposing children to such influences before they have developed the capacity to question and 

challenge authoritative assertions, and possibly to diminish that capacity, may also be worthy 

of study.” 

About the Ingersoll Foundation 

The Ingersoll Foundation for the Study of Cultural Influences on Brain Function was founded 

in 2020 to fund rigorous and unbiased scientific research into the potential neurological and 

mental health effects of long-term exposure to institutionalized cultural influences that present 

children with claims of fact not grounded verifiable evidence and the possibility . The 

possibility that these influences may alter children's and adults' cognitive and neu rological 

development and integrity is another potential research are of interest. While seeking 

501(c)(3) tax exempt status, the Foundation is working to assemble a team of credentialed 

research professionals to help it lay the groundwork for becoming fully operational upon tax-

exempt status approval. Inquiries can be addressed to Executive Director Daniel Hansen at 

daniel.hansen@ingersollfoundation.org or (773) 251-2378. Additional information is available 

on the Foundation website at https://www.ingersollfoundation.org.  
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